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THE BATTLE OF THE 1STITELLE.

sixty thousand troops in front of Sir Eowland Hill's
corps tfarmfa, consisting of 15,000 men, who occu-
pied a very strong position, which was defended
by some of the best artillery in the world. At
daybreak Sir Rowland Hill was astonished to find
himself threatened by masses of infantry advanc-
ing over a country luckily intersected by rivulets,
hedges, and woods, which prevented the enemy from
making a rapid advance; whilst, at the same time,
it was impossible on such ground to employ cavalry.
Sir Eowland, availing himself of an elevated posi-
tion, hurriedly surveyed his ground, and concen-
trated his men at such points as he knew the
nature of the field would induce the enemy to
attack. The French, confident of success from their
superior numbers, came gallantly up, using the
bayonet for the first time in a premeditated attack.
Our men stood their ground, and for hours acted
purely on the defensive; being sustained by the ad-
mirable practice of our artillery, whose movements
no difficulty of ground could, on this occasion, im-
pede, so efficiently were the guns horsed, and so
perfect was the training of the officers. It was not
until mid-day that the enemy became discouraged
at finding that they were unable to make any
serious impression on our position; they then re-
tired in good order, Sir Eowland Hill not daring to
folow them.

Lord Wellington arrived just in time to witness

the end of the battle; and while  going  over the

field with Sir Eowland Hill, he remarked that he

had never seen so many men hors de combat in so

a space.

I must not omit to mention a circumstance which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